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The Competition Law: | |

The Competition Law No. 33 for the year 2004 was first
issued in its provisional form on August 15, 2002 as part
of Jordan’s economic reform program. The law aims to:

» Achieve sustainable economic growth.

* Improve the Jordanian economic environment and attract
foreign direct investments.

* Provide incentives for enterprises to improve their
competitiveness.

* Protect small and medium enterprises from restrictive
anticompetitive practices.

* Provide the consumers with high quality products at
competitive prices.

The Competition Directorate:

The Competition Directorate at the Munlstr
Trade is the official institution entrusteds
Competition Law. The Dige cto e was estat
16th, 2003. .
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Staff Authorities:

Officers of the Directorate delegated to conduct
investigations and research enjoy the same powers as
officers of the court within the limit of their jurisdiction.
Their powers include:

» Conducting necessary inspections
and searches.

» Inspecting documents, records, and
files and seize any of which.

» Recording the testimony of relevant
parties.

Reports:

The Directorate prepares an annual report on
the development of the status of competition to
be presented by the Minister of Industry and
Trade to the Council of Ministers. The report is
published and distributed.
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~ Duties:

In cooperation with various relevant parties, the Directorate is
responsible for:
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« Advancing the competition culture to ensure efficient market performance
and consumer protection,

» Setting Jordan's general competition policy.

* Protecting against anticompetitive practices through:
« Monitoring market performance.

= Conducting research and investigations, and reporting violators to the
judicial system.

» Examining complaints received by the Directorate.

« Investigating cases referred by the competent courts.

* Probing petitions to exempt certain practices that lead to an otherwise
unachievable public benefit.

- Inspecting applications to approve economic concentrations that may
affect the status of competition and hence require the approval of the

Minister of Industry and Trade.
» |ssuing clarifying communications on competition matters.

» Representing the Kingdom in international competition forums, and
exchanging expertise with similar authorities.
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